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FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM  
 
 
With a Functional Classification System ICEWH will reach that within the EWH aim group (settled by 
the ICEWH eligibility criteria / minimal disabilities) players of all classes can have their place in the 
National Team, without losing the attractivety of the game. Both are important criteria for IWAS and 
IPC. In the SA2010 report is written: “The meeting agrees that the more show the games can give, the 
better it is for media, players etc.”. 
 
The 4-class-system as written below is developed on ground of: 

- The SA2010 (in which most of the present nations indicated that they prefer a 4 class 
classification). 

- The starting points (see below). 
- The WC2010 & EC2012 classification testing. 

 
The present nations of the Sport Assembly 2012 in Finland have agreed to play in the next 
ICEWH Competition with the 4-class-system as written below, with a maximum of 11 points on 
the playing field. 
The nations also agreed that the following relating Game Rules will stay: 
D.1.3.  A team shall play a match with a maximum of 3 hand-stick players on the playing field 

simultaneously, inclusively players with a time penalty or disqualification. 
D.1.4.  A goaltender taking part in a match shall play with a T-stick. 
Together with Game Rules D.1.3. and D.1.4. this means in practice that teams can play with the 
following combinations on the playing field: 1-1-1-4-4 ; 1-1-3-3-3 and 1-1-2-3-4 or to play with 
less than 11 points and a maximum of 3 hand stick players. 
ICEWH will work out additional procedures how to control the settled rules, will inform the nations 
before the next ICEWH Competition and will introduce the system in the next ICEWH Competition.  
 
Remarks: 

- It is up to the appointed classification panel of the ICEWH Competition to take the final 
decision in a given case. In case of players in ‘grey’ areas between the classes, the 
Classification Panel takes the final decision, like referees do this during a match. 

- The protest and appeal procedures guarantee the athlete's rights. 
- The classification is made by expert opinion, based on the experience of the ICEWH 

Classifiers, not yet by scientific evidence. 
- Probably a scientific study can lead to a further refinement but the final rule will remain the 

  same: it 's up to the classification panel to take the final decision. 
- If nations know people/organizations who can do the scientific research, like at universities, 

  hospitals or rehabilitation centers, they should inform ICEWH. 
 
The starting points / principles are: 

- IPC sports are sports on elite level with the best players. 
- IPC wants (media) attractive sports. 
- IPC strives to Classification Systems with few classes. 
- IPC requires a system according the IPC Classification Code. 
- Of each class players should have places in the National Team. 
- The EWH abilities of players in the different functional classes shall be significant different. 
- There shall be a good relationship between the functional tests during the classification 

process and the definitions of the different functional classes. 
- The value of videotaping the classification process. 
- Do we need inclusion criteria for the T-stick class? 
- To give coaches as much possibilities as possible. 
- To develop a Classification System which also can be used on national level. 
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4 Class System 
 
 
Classes: 

 
• Class 1 (1 point) :  
- Fastened T-stick or foot stick 

 
• Class 2 (2 points) :  
- Able to use stick on 1 side of the wheelchair only 
- Unable to lift the stick or able to lift the stick till sitting height (top of the seat/cushion). 
- Problem on both sides of the wheelchair 
- Weak back/forehand 
- No steering limitation 
- Limitation in using hand stick with driving power and fully maneuvering  

 
• Class 3 (3 points) :  
- Able to use stick on 1 side of the wheelchair only  
- Able to lift the stick above sitting height (top of the seat/cushion)  
- Problem at one side of the wheelchair  
- Problem with backhand 
- No hitting limitation  
- Limitation in trunk movement  

 
• Class 4 (4 points) :  
- Able to use the stick on at least 2 sides of the wheelchair 
- Able to move the stick from the stick side of the wheelchair to the opposite side of the 

wheelchair and vice-versa  
- Able to play from forehand to backhand  
- No hitting limitation  
- No complete limitation in trunk  

 
 
Tests: 

Fastened T-stick or foot stick : yes / no 
No tests. 

 
1. Hitting a moving ball as hard as possible from the stick side of the wheelchair while driving 

the wheelchair. Same from the opposite side of the wheelchair. 
– stick side: problem / no problem 
– opposite side: problem / no problem  

Test procedure: 3 taped lines at 0 m, 10 m and 20 m. The athlete starts driving at 0 m; the 
tester stays at 20 m and plays the ball to the stick side of the wheelchair when the athlete 
reaches the 10 m line. The athlete hits the ball with the stick as hard as he/she can. When 
the ball is not over the 20 m line it is "problem"; beyond the 20 m line it is "no problem"; the 
same procedure for the opposite side of the wheelchair, twice each. 

 
2. Pushing the ball with forehand by performing a slalom on high speed around cones. Same 

with backhand. 
Test procedure: 5 cones in a lane at 1,2 m from each other. The athlete drives a slalom 
between the cones. Number of performances: forehand and backhand, twice each. 

 
3. Hitting the top of cones while driving the wheelchair between two lanes of cones.  

Same with hitting the basis of the cones. 
Test procedure: 2 lanes of cones 2 m from each other: in the middle (at 1 m of each lane) a 
line is taped; every lane consists of 5 cones, each at 1,2 m from the next. The athlete 
drives along the taped line and hits the top of the cone with the stick, alternately left and 
right; in a second test the basis of the cone shall be hit. The cones are 55 cm high and 
have a diameter of 30 cm at the base. 

 
 


